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§ 381.176 Place of maintenance of 
records. 

Every person engaged in any business 
described in § 381.175(a) shall maintain 
the records required by § 381.175 at the 
place of business where such business is 
conducted, except that, if such person 
conducts such business at multiple lo-
cations, he may maintain such records 
at his headquarters’ office. When not in 
actual use, all such records shall be 
kept in a safe place at the prescribed 
location in accordance with good com-
mercial practices.

§ 381.177 Record retention period. 
(a) Every record required to be main-

tained under this subpart shall be re-
tained for a period not to exceed 2 
years after December 31 of the year in 
which the transaction to which the 
record relates has occurred, and for 
such further period as the Adminis-
trator may require for purposes of any 
investigation or litigation under the 
Act, by written notice to the person re-
quired to keep such record under this 
subpart. 

(b) Records of canning as required by 
subpart X of this part 381, subchapter 
C, 9 CFR chapter III, shall be retained 
as required in § 381.307; except that 
records required by § 381.302 (b) and (c) 
shall be retained as required by those 
sections. 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 51 
FR 45633, Dec. 19, 1986]

§ 381.178 Access to and inspection of 
records, facilities and inventory; 
copying and sampling. 

Every person within any of the class-
es specified in § 381.175(a) shall, upon 
the presentation of official credentials 
by any authorized representative of the 
Secretary, during ordinary business 
hours, permit such representative to 
enter his or its place of business and 
examine the records required to be 
kept by § 381.175(b) and the facilities 
and inventory pertaining to the busi-
ness of such person subject to the Act, 
and to copy all such records, and to 
take reasonable samples of the inven-
tory upon payment of the fair market 
value therefor. Any necessary facilities 
(other than reproduction equipment) 
for such examination and copying of 

records and for such examination and 
sampling of inventory shall be afforded 
to such authorized representative of 
the Secretary.

§ 381.179 Registration. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, every person that 
engages in business, in or for com-
merce, as a poultry products broker, 
renderer, or animal food manufacturer, 
or engages in business in commerce as 
a wholesaler of any carcasses, or parts 
or products of the carcasses, of any 
poultry, whether intended for human 
food or other purposes, or engages in 
the business as a public warehouseman 
storing any such articles in or for com-
merce, or engages in the business of 
buying, selling, or transporting in com-
merce, or importing, any dead, dying, 
disabled, or diseased poultry, or parts 
of the carcasses of any poultry that 
died otherwise than by slaughter, shall 
register with the Administrator, giving 
such information as is required, includ-
ing his name, and the address of each 
place of business at which, and all 
trade names under which he conducts 
such business. Such persons shall reg-
ister under this section by filing with 
the Administrator, Food Safety and In-
spection Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250, a 
form containing such information, 
within 90 days after the effective date 
hereof or after such later date as he be-
gins to engage in such business if not 
engaged therein upon said effective 
date. All information submitted shall 
be current and correct. The registra-
tion form shall be obtained from the 
Compliance Program, Regulatory Pro-
grams, Food Safety and Inspection 
Service, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Washington, DC 20250. 

(b) Whenever any change is made in 
the name of, or address of any place of 
business at which, or any trade name 
under which a registrant conducts his 
business, he shall report such change in 
writing to the Administrator within 15 
days after making the change. 

(c) The registration requirements 
prescribed in this section shall not 
apply to persons conducting any of the 
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